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Foothills Education Charter High School
Implementation Grant Update

May Grant News

Staff, Friends, and Supporters of Foothills Education Charter High School:

Eight months in, many of the threads that make up the Foothills Implementation
Grant are coming together.

Leading into last week's May session, Grant Coordinator Mark Tavernier, who is
heading up the Curriculum Team work, reminded teachers to

Work on completing the revised units;
Show correlation with the Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE);
Indicate the latest changes on the curriculum charts; and
Share the updates with Leo Satara, Regional Instructional Technology
Coordinator, who is making the changes in GradPoint.

Dr. Tavernier also shared information about the upcoming final two-day work
session, June 6th and 7th. These last two full days will be held at the Whitehead
Elementary School Annex and will allow the teams to finish updating the
curriculum in GradPoint, and to align assessments.

On the data and assessment side, Data Team Leader Tim Jarboe used the May
session to work with teachers on reviewing the Statewide Longitudinal Data
System (SLDS) dashboard, showing how the various components of the system
can provide, chart, and disseminate valuable student achievement information for
Foothills. Per the Georgia Department of Education web site, the SLDS is
designed to help districts, schools, and teachers make informed, data-driven
decisions to improve student learning, and can help teachers:

Make more informed (data-driven) decisions designed to improve student
learning;
Identify students' academic strengths and weaknesses;
Increase student achievement and close achievement gaps; and
Identify and address potential recurring impediments to student learning,
e.g., problems with attendance or difficulty in mastering prerequisite
knowledge or skills, before they negatively affect student success.

Jarboe explained that "We're wanting to have for next year a data analysis
protocol for each of the main administrations of the Milestones test," noting that
this is particularly challenging for Foothills teachers who, by design, may have



unique, non-intersecting schedules and who are focused primarily on their
teaching time with students. He added that we want access to information that will
show not only "where students are, but where we want them to be, and how they
are learning and progressing."

Jarboe and the group reviewed the following SLDS components:
1. Domain scores for all test areas, and discussed how these could be

broken down and analyzed to reveal student strengths and needs.
2. Student Growth Percentiles (SGP's), which measure student growth

against others achieving at similar levels. Percentiles are represented by
"bubbles" (that) can be blasted apart," explained Jarboe, to display
students achieving at the Beginning level and above, Developing and
above, and Proficient and above. SGP's can also show results by
subgroups, ethnicity, gender, special needs, English Language
Learners, gifted, and migrant status.

3. Instructional Improvement System (IIS), which allows users to use pivot
tables to build graphic and numerical displays of current and historical
student data. These can then be published to school and district data
"walls," and can assist in analyzing trends in EOC scores, attendance, and
other relevant information.

4. Georgia Online Assessment Resource (GOFAR), which which
provides videos and other information about how to create and administer
effective assessments, test scoring, exemplar, and rubrics. The site also
provides a storehouse of well-written formative assessments and test items
that teachers can use to create unique, targeted tests and quizzes. Students
can access GOFAR to take online assessments.

Much has been accomplished in a short time, and we are looking forward to the
June sessions where we can tie together all that has been accomplished so far,
and look ahead to next year armed with revised and better aligned curriculum,
data, and assessments.

Regards,
Dr. Ken Sherman
Foothills Implementation Grant Communicator
ken.sherman@foothillscharter.org 
706-224-2526
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